Establishing an Exploratory Committee to Investigate a National Marine Sanctuary
for the Port Orford Area.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA, is in the final stages of fundamentally
changing its criteria and process for establishing National Marine Sanctuaries to favor community-based
proposals that emphasize economic as well as ecological goals. Fourteen such sanctuaries exist
nationwide with four on the West Coast, but none are on the Oregon coast. | believe this presents an
historic opportunity far Port Orford to strengthen its economic base in fisheries, tourism, and coastal
recreation. Sanctuaries do not restrict fisheries or add new regulations. Instead, they coordinate and
streamline a myriad of federal and state agencies to ensure that the use and protection of marine
resources inside the sanctuary support community goals. Sanctuaries also increase public awareness of
the special ocean areas and attract many new visitors to the host communities.

Because the Port Orford community has long supported ocean stewardship to protect and sustain its
economy and culture, | intend to appoint an Exploratory Committee of up to 20 members representing a
wide range of community interests. The committee would investigate whether Port Orford and North
Curry County might benefit from designation of a nearby National Marine Sanctuary. | will ask the
commitiee to study the NOAA nominating process and criteria, review scientific information about the
Port Orford-Cape Blanco marine area, examine the economic and other effects of existing sanctuaries on
their nearby communities, and assess potential benefits and drawbacks of a sanctuary for Port Orford
and North Curry County. | will ask the committee to report to the City Council by the end of June, 2014,
with a recommendation as to whether the City should nominate an ocean area for designation as a
National Marine Sanctuary and, if so, what area should be nominated, what goals and objectives the
sanctuary should strive to achieve, and what conditions the community should stipulate in such a
designation,

Pwill ask the City Council, to formally approve this process at our October meeting. | will then ask the
public for volunteers wishing to be appointed to the Committee and will complete the appointments by
the end of November 2013. Because | believe that a sanctuary could benefit communities to the narth
and south of us, | will ask the mayors of Gold Beach and Bandon for a representative of those
communities to sit on the committee and will also ask a Curry County commissioner to participate. |
intend the committee to hold its first meeting in January 2014, and meet five or six more times before
concluding its work in June. | expect the Exploratory Committee to utilize a tra nsparent public process
and use a website to provide information to the public about the process and about what the
committee is learning. An experienced facilitator will assist the committee in its work.
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