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Special Features
Another Rural County Under Attack

Like any writer trying their 
hand at a suspense novel 

or two, I’ve thought about 
ways to commit the “perfect 
murder.” Actually, it wasn’t so 
much the murder—which is a 
rather morbid thing to think 
about—but the hiding of the 
body that usually intrigued me.
Sometimes, these macabre 
flights of fancy involved 
stashing the evidence 
somewhere way out in an 
unpopulated area where the 
law would never find it. At 
one point, I thought I had a 
suspense novel that might go 
somewhere, which naturally 
inspired even larger fantasies 
about movie deals. I even 
came up with the tag line: 
“It’s not murder if no one ever 
heard you scream.”
Granted, I was 
19 at the time.
I mention all this 
not for any nefarious 
reasons but simply 
to point out this 
sort of “stashing 
the evidence” is a 
parallel to the new 
modus operandi of 
the environmental 
left: do your dirty work 
in areas where no one can 
hear their victims scream.
The environmental left used 
to work in and around major 
cities to get noticed; now, 
they don’t want you to notice 
what they’re doing, so they 
move in and attack areas of 
low population where there 
aren’t enough people to 
cause a fuss big enough to 
attract the attention of either 
the media or population 
of larger areas that could 
force legislators to stop it.
We’ve seen it with the effort 
to remove four perfectly good 
dams on the Klamath. The 
Klamath River Basin has far 
fewer voters and media outlets 
than, say, the Columbia River.
We’ve seen it with the 
efforts to shut down nearly 
4,000 miles of roads in the 
Wallow-Whitman National 
Forest—and not the Mount 
Hood National Forest.
And we’re seeing it now with 
Coos County. The Nature 
Conservancy, in partnership 
with the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service and Oregon Dept. 
of Fish & Wildlife, is 
snapping up land all along 
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the Coquille River.
This is not land that’s just 
sitting there idle 
that no one wants; 
it’s farmlands that 
have been targeted 
to be taken out of 
production and used 
for “restoration” 
purposes. In other 
words, those evil 
(they’d throw in 
“rich” but these 
are hardly wealthy 
farmers we’re talking 
about) landowners 
are once again 
destroying the 
planet, so the best 
thing to do is get 
rid of them—and 
permanently lock 
up the land in 
conservation banks.
According to the USFWS:
“Conservation banks are 
permanently protected lands 
that contain natural resource 
values. These lands are 
conserved and permanently 
managed for species that 

are endangered, threatened, 
candidates for listing as 
endangered or threatened, or 
are otherwise species-at-risk. 
Conservation banks function to 
offset adverse impacts to these 
species that occurred elsewhere, 
sometimes referred to as off-site 
mitigation. In exchange 
for permanently protecting 
the land and managing it 
for these species, the Service 
approves a specified number 
of habitat or species credits 
that bank owners may sell.”
Remember that last 
point: “credits that bank 
owners may sell.”
And remember too that 
bit about no one hearing 
you scream, because 
here’s what’s happening 
to our rural neighbors:

Marsh Refuge currently 
encompasses 889 acres.

Bandon Marsh Expansion 
Plan, 4,567 acres have 
already been targeted for 
acquisition. That represents 
an increase of 413.7%.

154 parcels (owned by 67 
landowners) with a real 

market value of $24.5 million.
When is this happening? Now. 

The USFWS has sent letters 
with an “Offer to Purchase” 
to the aforementioned 67 
landowners. And remember, 
the funds to buy up $24.5 
million worth of land all come 
from the U.S. taxpayer.

Those that don’t sell will 
likely simply have their 
land destroyed and made 
unusable. The plan is to 
remove dikes and tide gates, 
allowing formerly useable 
land to become flooded with 
ocean water, at which point 
the helpless landowner will 
have no choice but to sell.
But, even worse, this is 
simply the beginning.

they’ve targeted an additional 
10,000 acres, bringing the total 
to 14,567 or an increase of 
1,538.6% over the current size.

Steven Denney of The Nature 
Conservancy to the USFWS, 
ODFW, the Coquille Indian 
Tribe, and others, wherein 
they discuss “the distribution 
for those restored acres,” 
Denney states a target of 167 
miles of river. Considering the 
Coquille, the North, East, and 
South Forks combined total 
some 186 miles, their target 
is to reclaim 89.6% of the 
entire Coquille River system.
According to Bonnie 
Montoya-May, an urban 
planning professional, in a 
letter to Congressman Peter 

Defazio on behalf of the 
Coos County Land Rights 
Association Organizing 
Committee, the effect of the 
Bandon Marsh Expansion 

“will ultimately wipe out four 
self-sustaining communities 
(including Bandon, Coquille 
Valley, Coquille and 
Myrtle Point), an estimated 
population of 15,000.”

Fifteen 
thousand? 
Hundreds of 
miles away? 
Portland and 
Salem will 
never hear 
them scream.
So why 
is all this 
happening? 
Now we 
come back 

to that point I made 
earlier about “credits that 
bank owners may sell.”

The following is also from 
Bonnie’s letter to DeFazio: 
“Even more disturbing is the 
speculation that the Federal 
Government via agencies 

such as the 
USFWS is 
now in the 
lucrative 
land-
banking and 
mitigation 
credit 
business 
and that 
the Bandon 
Marsh 
Expansion 
and 
adjacent 
restoration 
projects 
described, 
is merely 
a cash 
shell game 
enabling the 
purchase 

of private lands at bargain 
recessionary prices for resale 
to local and out-of-state 
developers and state-run 
public-private partnerships, 
at the going market rate of 
$45,000 per acre of mitigation 
credit. Which by the way, 
can be multiplied per acre if 
sold by species, sub-species, 
pairs, habitat-kinds (riparian, 
wetland, upland, forest, etc.).”
Here’s how this works. Groups 
like the Nature Conservancy 
snap up land to put them 
into conservation banks and 

The environmental left used to work in and around major cities to get noticed; 

now, they don’t want you to notice what they’re doing, so they move in and 

attack areas of low population where there aren’t enough people to cause a 

fuss big enough to attract the attention of either the media or population of 

larger areas that could force legislators to stop it.
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are able to sell mitigation 
credits. A developer in, say, 
Portland, wants to build 
a building, but it's going 
to destroy some habitat or 
wetland or what have you. 

The developer has to have 
an offset-a mitigation-so 
he buys a credit for whatever 
it is he's destroying from a 
"conservation bank" that has 
some habitat or wetland or 
whatever the developer was 
destroying. These "credits" 
go for multiple thousands 
of dollars . Bonnie mentions 
$45 ,000 but credits in Eugene 
are going for $55 ,000 per 
credit; ecosystemmarketplace. 
com has them for $84,500 
in Oregon. (Which is 
cheap-the listed price in 
Virginia is for $653,000.) 

Additionally, as Bonnie points 
out, an acre can have much 
more than its base price. If 
you have a wetland acre that 
is also riparian and houses 
spotted owls and subspecies, 
it's the environmental jackpot 
because each of those credits 
can be sold separately. 

If this reeks of carbon 
credit trading, you're 
on the right scent. 

Is it any wonder the Left 
is constantly trying to 

declare some new species 
as "endangered?" 

And did I mention that, 
many times, The Nature 
Conservancy and their ilk buy 
the land using grants funded 
by the US taxpayer-and 
take a hefty commission each 
time they sell the land back to 

another agency or developer? 

And somehow the 
conservatives are accused 
of being evil capitalists? 

If you'd like to do something 
about this, or to find out 
more about it, here you go: 

• Visit www. 
cooscountywatchdog.com for 
news and more info on the 
Bandon Marsh Expansion. 

• You can also listen 
to my interview with Bonnie 
Montoya-May and Sharon 
Waterman by going to the 
Archives Page of www. 
ispyradio.com. Their show 
aired on June 23,2012. 

• The USFWS says 
they want public input on 
this and other such plans 
(for the Willamette Valley no 
less). You can write to them 
at YourWillametteValley@ 
fws.gov or by using their 

comment form: www.fws. 
govlYourWillametteValleyl 
comment. 

Let 'em hear you scream. 

Mark Anderson is co-owner 
of GRIP Productions, an 
MBA, a Ph.D. candidate, 
and the host of the "1 Spy 
Radio Show, " which is 

heard Saturdays, II-noon, 
on KYKN (J 430-AM) in 
the greater Salem area 
or anywhere via kykn. 
com. Podcasts are also 
available after the show 
airs via www.ispyradio. 
com. He can be reached at 
mark@ispyradio.com.) 

August 2012 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




