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Notice of Intent To Revi se Resource Managenent Plans and an
Associ ated Environnmental |npact Statenent for Six Western O egon
Districts of the Bureau of Land Managenent

ACGENCY: Bureau of Land Managenent, Interior.

ACTI ON: Notice of intent.

SUWARY: I n conpliance with the National Environnmental Policy Act of
1969, as anended, and the Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act of
1976, as anended, the Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM Oregon State
Ofice, Portland, Oregon, intends to revise six Resource Managenent
Plans (RWPs) with a single associated Environnental |npact Statenent
(EIS) for the Western Oregon Planning Area and by this notice is
announci ng the begi nning of the scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify issues. The Western Oregon Pl anning Area consists
of the Coos Bay District, Eugene District, Medford District, Roseburg
District, SalemDistrict, and the Klamath Falls Resource Area of the
Lakevi ew District. Although this docunent identifies the scal e of

pl anning as six RMPs with a single EIS, public input is being sought on
whet her a different approach to scal e--such as by district, region, or
type of forest--should be consi dered.

DATES. This notice initiates the public scoping process for the RW and
associ ated EIS. Conments on issues nmay be submtted in witing until
June 7, 2012. The BLM has not yet schedul ed public neetings for this

pl an revision. The date(s) and |ocation(s) of any scoping neetings wll
be announced at | east 15 days in advance through | ocal nedia,
newspapers, and the BLM Wb site at: http://ww. bl mgov/or/plans/. In
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order to be included in the Draft EIS, all comments nust be received
prior to the close of the 90-day scoping period or 30 days after the
| ast public nmeeting, whichever is |later. The BLMw || provide

addi ti onal opportunities for public participation and conment upon
publication of the Draft EIS.

ADDRESSES: You may submt comrents on issues and planning criteria
related to the Western Oregon RWs/ EI'S by any of the foll ow ng nethods:
Wb site: http://ww. bl mgov/or/plans.
Emai | : BLM OR Forestry Pl an@l!| m gov.
Fax: 503-808-6333.
Mai |l : P.O Box 2965, Portland, O egon 97208.

Docunents pertinent to this proposal nmay be exam ned at the Oregon
State O fice, Public Room 333 SW 1st Avenue, Portland, OR 97204.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: And/or to have your nanme added to our
mailing list, contact M chael Canpbell, Wstern Oregon RVP Qutreach
Coor di nator, telephone 503-808-6031; address P.O Box 2965, Portl and,
Oregon 97208; email BLM OR Forestry Plan@l| m gov. Persons who use a

t el econmuni cati ons device for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Informati on Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 to contact the above
i ndi vi dual during normal business hours. The FIRS is avail abl e 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, to | eave a nmessage or question with the above

I ndividual. You will receive a reply during normal business hours.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON: Thi s docunent provides notice that the BLM
State O fice, Portland, Oregon, intends to revise six RWs with an
associ ated EIS for the Western Oregon Pl anning Area, announces the
begi nni ng of the scoping process, and seeks public input on issues and
pl anning criteria. The purpose of the public scoping process is to
determ ne the scope of issues to be addressed by the environnental
anal ysis, including alternatives, and the significant issues related to
t he pl anni ng process. The planning area for the RWPs incl udes
approxi mately 2,550,000 acres of BLM adm ni stered | ands and 69, 000
acres of split-estate, where the BLM only manages t he Federal m neral
est at e.

The Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act of 1976 (FLPMA) requires
t he devel opnent, maintenance, and revision of |and use plans. The vast
majority of the BLM adm nistered |lands in the planning area are
Revested Oregon and California Railroad (O%C) |ands, or Reconveyed Coos
Bay Wagon Road (CBWR) | ands, and are nanaged under the statutory
authority of the Oregon and California Revested Railroad Lands Act of
1937 (Q&C Act, Pub. L. 75-405) and FLPMA (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).
Preparation of the RWs and EIS will conformto the above | and
managenent |aws and will also conply with other Federal | aws,
i ncluding, but not limted to the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
Cl ean Water Act, and the National Environnental Policy Act. Congress,
in 1866, established a |land grant to pronote the conpletion of the
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Oregon and California Railroad from Portland, Oregon, to San Franci sco,
California. In 1916, Congress revested, or brought back into Federal
ownership, the title to approximately 2.2 mllion acres of |and deeded
to the Oregon and California Railroad after the conpany violated the
terms of the |and grant. Congress revested about 93,000 acres of Coos
Bay Wagon Road | ands to the United States due to sim/lar circunstances
in 1919. The O&C Act of 1937 placed managenent jurisdiction of these

| ands under the United States Departnent of the Interior.

In 1994, the Departnments of the Interior and Agricul ture (USDA)
adopted the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) to provide coordi nated
managenent direction for the | ands adm nistered by the BLM and the
USDA' s Forest Service and to adopt conplinentary approaches of other
Federal agencies within the range of the northern spotted ow. The NWP
I ncl uded a coordi nated, conprehensive ecosystem nmanagenent strategy,

t he purpose of which was to neet dual needs: The need for |ong-term
health of forest habitat and the need for a steady supply of forest
product s.

The six western Oregon BLM districts conpleted RVWPs in 1995 t hat
i ncorporated the |and use allocations and Standards and Gui delines from
the NWFP. In 2008, the BLM conpleted RWP revisions for the six western
Oregon districts. Pending litigation seeks vacatur of the 2008 RWPs.
The BLMintends to revise its RWPs notw t hstandi ng the pending
litigation.

The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service (FW5) issued a revised recovery
plan for the northern spotted owl on June 28, 2011. The plan contains
recommendations for retaining and restoring ow habitat in Federal,
State and private forestland. The FW5 anticipates revising its critical
habit at designation for the northern spotted ow and issuing a proposed
rule in February 2012.

The FWS conpl eted a recovery plan for the marbled nurrelet in 1997
and revised its critical habitat for the marbled nmurrelet in Cctober
2011. On August 22, 2011, the National OCceanic and At nospheric
Adm ni stration (NOAA) Fisheries Service adopted a final ESA recovery
pl an for upper

[[ Page 14415]]

Wl anmette Chi nook sal non and steel head.

The revisions to the existing RWPs will determ ne how the BLM w | |
actively manage BLM adm nistered |l ands in western Oregon to further
recovery of threatened and endangered species, provide clean water,
restore fire-adapted ecosystens, produce a sustained yield of tinber
products, and provide for recreation opportunities.

Through the public participation process, the BLMw Il work wth
interested parties to identify the nost appropriate managenent
direction for BLM adm nistered |Iands in western Oregon in accordance
with the provisions of relevant | aws and considering | ocal, regional,
and national interests. The first step in this process is formal public
scoping which will help identify planning i ssues and provi de an
opportunity to receive public conmment on the scope of planning, and
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proposed planning criteri a.

Pl anning i ssues are disputes or controversies about existing and
potential |and and resource allocations, |evels of resource use,
production, and rel ated managenent practices. |ssues include resource
use, devel opnent, and protection opportunities for consideration in the
preparation of RVMPs. These issues may stem from new i nformati on or
changed circunstances, and the need to reassess the appropriate m x of
al | owabl e uses. In considering these issues, the BLMis seeking to
expl ore how its discretion under the various |aws that guide resource
managenent will be exercised with regard to the intensity and frequency
of forest managenent at a | andscape scale to neet a sustainable supply
of forest products, recovery of |isted species, and watershed
managenent on BLM adm ni stered | ands suitable for tinber harvest.

Pl anning i ssues will be addressed in the alternatives set forth in the
RWVP/ EI'S. The BLM has identified the follow ng prelimnary planning
I ssues which may be refined as a result of future public participation
opportunities, collaborative efforts, and comments received during
scopi ng:

Veget ati on- - How shoul d BLM adm ni stered | ands be managed,
both tenporally and spatially, to provide a sustainable supply of wood
and other forest products that contribute to the economc stability of
conmuni ti es?

Habi t at - - How shoul d t he BLM adm ni stered | ands be managed
to contribute to the recovery of threatened and endangered species and
provide for other rare and little known | at e-successi onal associ at ed
speci es?

Wat er shed managenent and water quality--How should BLM
adm ni stered | ands be managed to contribute to restoring and
mai ntai ni ng the chem cal physical and biological integrity of the
Nation's waters, as well as to a safe drinking water supply?

Wl dl and fire and fuel s--How shoul d BLM adm ni stered | ands
be managed to reduce the risk of wildfires to communities and integrate
fire back into the ecosystenf

Econom cs and Community Support--How shoul d BLM
adm ni st ered-1 ands be managed to contribute to | ocal econom es?

O f- hi ghway vehi cl e managenent and public access--How
shoul d the BLM adm ni stered | ands be nmanaged to neet the demand for
of f - hi ghway vehicle use while protecting other resources and recreation
uses? How shoul d transportati on networks to and across the BLM
adm ni stered | ands be eval uat ed?

The BLM has al so identified prelimnary planning criteria to guide
t he devel opnent of the RWMPs. These criteria nay be nodified or other
criteria identified after the public scoping process. The public is
invited to coment on the followng prelimnary planning criteri a:

Lands addressed in the RV will be public Iands (including
split estate |lands) adm nistered by the BLM

The BLM wi || protect resources in accordance with FLPVA
and ot her applicable | aws and regul ati ons;
The BLM wi || exam ne options for the scope and scal e of

the plan revisions for the six western Oregon districts including, but
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not limted to a singular RWP, district-by-district RVWPs, or wet versus
dry forests RWPs;

The BLMw || consider and coordinate | and use plan
deci sions to be consistent with existing plans and policies of |ocal,
state, Federal, and tribal agencies to the extent those plans and
policies are consistent with the purposes, policies, and prograns of
Federal |aws and regul ati ons;

The BLM w || consi der applicable recovery actions
contained in the FWs and NOAA Fi sheries Service recovery plans and w |
al so consider critical habitat for threatened and endangered speci es;

The BLMw || consider how to manage BLM adm ni stered | ands
that contain w | derness characteristics;

Where existing planning decisions are still valid, those
deci sions nmay renai n unchanged and incorporated into the new RW

The plans will recognize valid existing rights;

The BLMwi Il consider wi thholding |ands with inportant
resource val ues and/or significant |levels of investnment from m nera
| easi ng and wi t hdrawi ng | ands from m neral |ocation

Native Anmerican tribal consultations will be conducted in
accordance with policy and tribal concerns wll be given due
consi deration. The planning process will include the consideration of
any inpacts on Indian trust assets;

Alternatives will be designed to neet the purpose and need
for the plan, resolve planning i ssues, and conply with existing | aws.

You may submit comments on issues and planning criteria in witing
to the BLM at any public scoping neeting, or you may submt themto the
BLM usi ng one of the nethods |listed in the ADDRESSES section above. To
be nost hel pful, you should submt coments by the close of the 90-day
scoping period or within 30 days after the last public neeting,
whi chever is |ater. Before including your address, phone nunber, ensil
address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you
shoul d be aware that your entire comment--includi ng your personal
identifying information--may be made publicly available at any tine.
Whil e you may ask us in your conmment to withhold your persona
identifying information frompublic review, we cannot guarantee that we
will be able to do so. The minutes and list of attendees for each
scoping neeting wll be available to the public and open for 30 days
after the neeting to any participant who wishes to clarify the views he
or she expressed. The BLMw ||l evaluate identified issues to be
addressed in the plan and will place theminto one of three categories:

1. Issues to be resolved in the plan;

2. Issues to be resolved through policy or adm nistrative action;
or

3. Issues beyond the scope of this plan.

The BLMw || provide an explanation in the Draft RMP/ Draft EIS as
to the disposition of proposed issues. The public is also encouraged to
hel p identify any managenent questions and concerns that should be
addressed in the plan. The BLMw ||l work collaboratively with
interested parties to identify the managenent deci sions that are best
suited to local, regional, and national needs and concerns.
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The BLMw || use an interdisciplinary approach to devel op the pl an
in order to consider the variety of resource i ssues and concerns
identified. Specialists with expertise in the follow ng disciplines
will be involved in the planning process: Tinber, wildlife and
fisheries, econom cs, botany, clinmate change/carbon sequestration,
| ands and realty, hydrol ogy, soils, cultural

[[ Page 14416]]

(including tribal), archeol ogy, recreation, fire and fuel s managenent,
energy, roads, grazing and wild horses, and geographic information
systens.

As part of this RWMP process, the BLMw || analyze areas for
potential designation as Areas of Critical Environnental Concern (ACEC)
I n accordance with 43 CFR 1610.7-2. Public nom nations for potenti al
ACECs to be considered in these revisions nust be made by June 7, 2012.

Edward W Shepard,

State Director, O egon/Wshington, Bureau of Land Managenent.
[ FR Doc. 2012-5641 Filed 3-8-12; 8:45 anj

Bl LLI NG CODE 4310-33-P
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